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minerals that are subject to the exist-
ing mining and mineral laws; 

(2) Petrified wood as defined at 30 
U.S.C. 611 and managed under 36 CFR 
228.62 unless determined under para-
graph (b) of this section to be a paleon-
tological resource; 

(3) Geological units, including, but 
not limited to, limestones, diatomites, 
and chalk beds). 

§ 291.10 Collecting. 

A paleontological resource may only 
be collected from National Forest Sys-
tem lands in accordance with the cas-
ual collecting provisions in §§ 291.11 and 
291.12, or in accordance with a permit 
issued by the Authorized Officer as 
identified in § 291.13. 

§ 291.11 Casual collecting on National 
Forest System lands. 

(a) Casual collecting is allowed with-
out a permit on National Forest Sys-
tem lands where such collection is con-
sistent with the laws governing the 
management of those lands, the land 
management plans, and where the 
lands in question are not closed to cas-
ual collection. 

(b) National Forest System lands are 
open to casual collection unless other-
wise closed, as described in § 291.12. 

(c) Research activities do not con-
stitute casual collection, and therefore, 
research involving the collecting of 
common invertebrate and plant paleon-
tological resources requires a permit. 

(d) Using scientific principles and ex-
pertise, the Authorized Officer may de-
termine that certain invertebrate and 
plant paleontological resources do or 
do not meet the definition of ‘‘common 
invertebrate and plant paleontological 
resources’’ as set forth in these regula-
tions, and thus, whether such resources 
can be casually collected or must be 
collected under permit. 

(e) Determinations as described 
above in paragraph (d) of this section 
are subject to the conditions as stated 
in § 291.9(c)(1) through (4). 

(f) It is the responsibility of the col-
lecting public to ensure that they are 
casually collecting in an area that is 
open to casual collection, and that the 
materials they collect are subject to 
casual collection. 

(g) Paleontological resources col-
lected on National Forest System 
lands, including common invertebrate 
and plant paleontological resources 
subject to casual collecting, cannot be 
sold. Sale of these paleontological re-
sources is a violation of 16 U.S.C. 
470aaa–5(a)(3) and § 291.27(a)(3) and may 
subject the violator to civil and crimi-
nal penalties. 

§ 291.12 National Forest System lands 
closed to casual collection. 

(a) Casual collecting is not allowed 
in: 

(1) National Monuments within the 
National Forest System; and 

(2) Other National Forest System 
lands closed to casual collecting in ac-
cordance with this Part, other stat-
utes, executive orders, regulations, or 
land use plans. 

(b) Existing closures of certain areas 
to casual collecting, authorized under 
separate authority, remain closed 
under these regulations. 

§ 291.13 Permits. 
(a) The Authorized Officer may issue 

a permit for the collection of a paleon-
tological resource pursuant to an appli-
cation if the Authorized Officer deter-
mines that: 

(1) The applicant is qualified to carry 
out the permitted activity; 

(2) The permitted activity is under-
taken for the purpose of furthering pa-
leontological knowledge; 

(3) The permitted activity is con-
sistent with any management plan ap-
plicable to the National Forest System 
lands concerned; and 

(4) The proposed methods of collec-
tion will not threaten significant nat-
ural or cultural resources pursuant to 
16 U.S.C. 470aaa–3(b)(4). 

(5) Collected materials will not be 
sold or otherwise used for commercial 
purposes. 

(b) Permits may be issued at the Au-
thorized Officer’s discretion to appli-
cants that provide a complete applica-
tion, as provided in § 291.14, and meet 
qualification and eligibility require-
ments in § 291.15. 

§ 291.14 Application process. 
Applicants for permits must provide 

the following records and information 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 11:56 Aug 29, 2016 Jkt 238145 PO 00000 Frm 00434 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\36\36V2.TXT 31lp
ow

el
l o

n 
D

S
K

54
D

X
V

N
1O

F
R

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-01T17:59:21-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




